
In this interview with EuroScientist, Aude Lapprand presents the work of the Sciences Citoyennes

Foundation, based in Paris, France. The organisation, which questions who should be responsible for

choices made in science and how best to make science more democratic, to be discussed at the 7th Living

Knowledge conference in June, in Dublin, Ireland. One of the solution proposed relates to citizen

convention where lay people are briefed to debate controversial topics in science.

Published in EuroScientist via SciencePOD.

Aude Lapprand interview: a manifesto for involving citizens in

science

Creating a debate around science and democracy requires involving citizens

Aude Lapprand is the general delegate of the Sciences Citoyennes Foundation, a French non-profit

organisation that leads a reflection about the responsibility of researchers and democracy in science.

Since 2002, the institution has been working at encouraging the democratisation and civil

appropriation of science at the service of the common good. Their main approach involves

questioning the role of science and technology in building our society.

http://www.euroscientist.com/interview-aude-lapprand-citizen-science-manifesto/
http://www.sciencepod.net
http://sciencescitoyennes.org/our-resources-in-english/


Manifesto for responsible research

In 2015, the Sciences Citoyennes Foundation has published a manifesto with the aim to rebuild the

lost confidence between science and society. This manifesto will be presented by the Sciences

Citoyennes Foundation at the 7th Living Knowledge conference to be held in Dublin, Ireland,

between 22nd and 24th of June 2016. “What we mainly want with this manifesto is to create a

debate, especially amongst researchers and citizens,” says Lapprand. “I think that in this manifesto

we are quite aware that we presented some non-consensual positions, especially on some myths

generated by some researchers like freedom of research,” she adds.

Citizen conventions

Among the proposed solutions to improve democracy in science and increased responsibility of

scientists, Lapprand introduces the concept of citizen convention. “Citizen convention or citizen

conferences allow the reflection of 15 citizens randomly chosen within the population, with no

[conflict of interest], with no link with the specific topics that are concerned [about],” she explains.

Those 15 citizens, intensively trained by specialists, “will be able to elaborate recommendations

concerning the topics [of interest],” she adds.
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